
$4,000 in Scholarships Awarded 

Record-Breaking 
Golf Tournament! 

The D3-sponsored 17th 
Annual Golf Tourney raised 
over $7,500 for scholarships 
and community service.

Peyton Walton is a rising senior at the 
Univeristy of North Carolina at Greensboro. 
She is studying to receive a BA in Drama 
and minor in Dance. After graduation, she 
has high hopes to pursue her performing 
arts dreams and inspire the next 
generation! 
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What Has SEANC 
Done for Me?

The answer may surprise you! 
Read for yourself and decide if 
you think your SEANC 
membership is worth it or not.
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* SEANC group rates ensure low costs 
and the ability to offer payroll deduction, 
making the purchase convenient.

* Insurances offered by SEANC are 
open enrollment policies, meaning you 
can apply at any time of the year.

* The insurance products are portable, 
meaning you can continue with the 
policy after retirement from state 
employment

* Many of the plans allow you to cover 
your domestic partner.

* No waiting periods—enroll by the 1st 
of the month, and the plans will become 
active the following month.

* SEANC has their own insurance 
dpartment with full-time licensed agents 
to answer questions and help to select 
the best policy or make changes to your 
existing policy.

* Applications and forms are available 
online at seanc.org or click on the QR 
code above.
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Why
SEANC
Insurance?

Aaron Ricker is a recent graduate of Avery 
County High School. Throughout his high school 
years, Aaron was known for his friendly 
demeanor and strong work ethic. He actively 
participated in sports, particularly Football, 
where he demonstrated leadership skills as a 
team captain. Outside of school, Aaron enjoys 
volunteering at his church and spending time 
with family and friends. Aaron plans to pursue 
a degree in Heating, Air Conditioning and 
Refrigeration Technology at McDowell Technical 
Community College, where he hopes to continue 
making a positive impact both academically 
and within his community.

Scholarship Chairperson 
Robin Greene released the names 
of the following awardees:

>Category I (Financial Need):
Aaron Ricker (2-yr) $700*
>Category II (Merit):
Iris Westerman $1,000*
Grace Horine $700
Peyton Walton $600
Cristian Hamilton $500
>Category III (Member Only):
Holden Hartzog $500

*Applicants selected for SEANC Scholarship 
Foundation judging:
Aaron Ricker(2-yr)
Merit: Iris Westerman
Member Only: Holden Hartzog
Retiree Grandchild—Merit: Grace Greene

Continued on Page 2



17th Annual Tourney a Success

Blue Ridge News

The 17th Annual Lois W. 
Forrester Memorial Golf 
Tournament, sponsored by District 
3, was held May 9, 2024, at Boone Golf 
Club. The tournament is named in 
memory of Lois W. Forrester. Lois was 
very active in SEANC at the state level 

and locally in District 3, 
and she was the founder 
of District 3’s annual 
golf tournament. Lois 
courageously battled 
cancer, and this 
tournament is named in 
her honor to 
memorialize her 

commitment and love for her family, 
friends, community and to SEANC.

It was a record-breaking event, with 56 
hole sponsors, and even with a rainy 
start, all 15 registered golf teams were 
present.
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Nominating Committee Chairperson 
Kim Overcash presents scholarship 
award to Iris Westerman

Cristian Hamilton is from Boone and 
graduated from Watauga High in 2022. 

He is starting his 
junior year at UNC-
Asheville with a major 
in Environmental 
Studies and a minor 
in Spanish. He is a 
member of Sigma Nu 
fraternity and is 
planning on studying 
abroad in Sevilla, 
Spain in the spring of 

2025. His mother is a graphic designer 
for Appalachian State Univerisity and 
his father is the Watauga County 
Extension Director.

Holden Hartzog is currently  
completing the MBA program at 
Appalachian State 
University while 
working in the 
University Controller's 
Office. He is a born 
and raised Boone 
native, so he is proud 
to not only be working 
in the town that he has 
called home for almost 
his entire life but also 
proud that he is able to 
complete his graduate 
studies at the same university where 
he works.
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Scholarships
Awarded (cont’d)

1st PLACE TEAM:  Tommy Miller, 
Scot Tabel, Gary Drinnon, and 
Rick Doty

2nd PLACE TEAM:  Chris Lynch and 
Shane Pursifull

Record Broken 
for Amount of 
Funds Raised for 
Scholarships and 
Community 
Service Projects

Events such as this support local comunity 
service activities and the local and state 
SEANC scholarship fund. This fund 
provides scholarships, locally and across 
the state, to active and associate SEANC 
members, their spouses and children, to 
attend technical schools, community 
colleges, trade schools, junior colleges, or 
four-year colleges or universities on a 
full-time basis. After all of the bills were 
paid, over $7,500 was raised for 
scholarships and community service 
activities of SEANC District 3.

HIGH COUNTRY CUP 
WINNER:
MOUNTAINAIRE GOLF CLUB
Bob Gibbard, Kevin Kennedy, 
Morgan Gibbard, Nick 
Friedman

Continued on Page 3
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You can prepare  for  life's 
uncertainties and gain peace of  mind 
by finding a SEANC Insurance program 
that fits your needs and your budget. 
Whether  you  are  expecting  your  first 
child  or  retiring  from  a  lifetime  of 
public  service,  a  big  change  can 
influence  how  much  financial 
protection  your  family  needs.  Start 
today and take advantage of SEANC's 
group  rates!  Payroll  deduction  is 
available through most state agencies 
and  the  state  retirement  system.  To 
find  out  more,  you  can  explore  the 
insurance FAQs, see an overview of all 
SEANC  insurance  programs,  or  select 
the plans you're interested in by going 
to the SEANC Insurance website:
https://www.seanc.org/insurance
Or call 1-800-222-2758

 Accident
 Accidental Death & Dismemberment
 Auto/Home
 BenExtend 
 Critical Illness with Cancer
 Dental
 Disability
 Final Expense/Whole Life
 Home Health Care
 Legal Plan
 Identity Theft
 Long-term Care
 Pet
 Permanent/Whole Life
  Teladoc
 Term Life
 Vision
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Insurance 
Checklist

Golf Tourney (cont’d)

WOMEN’S LONGEST DRIVE: 
McKenna Anderson

SENIOR’S LONGEST DRIVE:
Gary Drinnon with Scholarship 
Chairperson Robin Greene

MEN’S LONGEST DRIVE: 
Tommy Miller with Krider

#3 CLOSEST TO THE PIN:
Marc Strickland with Greene

#8 CLOSEST TO THE PIN:
Adam Winebarger with Auditing 
Chairperson Karen Krider

#11 CLOSEST TO THE PIN: 
Tommy Miller

#16 CLOSEST TO THE 
PIN::Blake Dillman with 
Krider

https://www.seanc.org/insurance
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District 3 supports a community service 
project every month in Avery, Mitchell, 
and Watauga Counties. In addition, 
clean and empty medicine bottles were 
given to the Hunger and Health 
Coalition for their pharmacy to use. The 
bottles have been collected by SEANC 
members for the past several months.

One of the community service projects 
District 3 has supported 10+ years 
from proceeds of the annual golf 
tournament is OASIS (Opposing Abuse 
with Service, Information, and Shelter). 
This year, OASIS, Inc. celebrated 45 
years of serving Watauga and Avery 

County 
survivors of 
domestic 
and sexual 
violence. 
This 
milestone 
was 
recognized 
by holding 
Midnight at 
the OASIS on 
Thursday, 
July 27, 
2023. 

Sponsors, OASIS Board of Directors, 
employees and supporters gathered at 
the Appalachian view venue in 
Newland, NC. Teresa Johnson, D3 
Chair, and Karen Krider, D3 Audit 
Chair, attended the event.

Janice Smith (right), D3 Vice President, 
presented the District’s annual 
donation to a representative of OASIS in 
Avery County.

Smith  
presents a 
check to Joe 
Donadio of 
Appalachian 
Ski Mountain 
to support 
the Heroes 
on the 
Mountain 
event. The 
8th annual 

event treated 80 U.S. military disabled 
combat verterans to a fun-filled day of 
skiing and snowboarding.
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Community Service Projects

Bob Gibbard, Membership Chair, speaking with AppState new employees at a SEANC District 3 
sponsored lunch. The new employees have the opportunity to hear about all the many benefits of 
becoming a SEANC member. SEANC is their voice in Raleigh to ensure their pay increases, 
benefits, low-cost supplemental insurances and discounts. 

Continued on Page 6

District 3 makes donations each year to 
support Hospice in Watauga, Avery, and 
Mitchell Counties, counties served by D3.

Smith presents a check to a rep from 
Medi Home Health & Hospice in Boone

Smith (right) presents a yearly conation 
to Carol McKinney for Hospice & Home 
Care of Blue Ridge serving Mitchell Co.

Smith presents an annual donation to 
Lareeca Johnson for Medical Home 
Hospice of Avery County. Johnson plans 
to purchase food for an elderly man who 
lost his parents years ago on Christmas 
Day and who is now living alone.
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District 3 Annual Meeting
On June 18, 2024, SEANC District 3 held its Annual Meeting at the Dan’l Boone Inn 
in Boone. Along with DBI’s famous family-style food being enjoyed, scholarship 
winners were recognized, committee reports were delivered, District awards were 
given, and officers and delegates were elected for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

District Chair Teresa 
Johnson (aka Mama T) 

welcomed everyone to the 
Annual Meeting

Iris Westerman (right) received 
her Certificate of Scholarship 
Award from Kim Overcash

Johnson (right) delivered the Member of the 
Year Award to Robin Greene the next day

Janice Smith received 
the Chairperson’s Award

Aaron Ricker (left photo) and Holden Hartzog (right 
photo) received their Certificate of Scholarship Awards 

Community
Service (cont’d)

Last November Janice Smith and Robin 
Greene dropped off items donated by 
District 3 that were needed to support 
the Watauga County Sheriff’s Office’s 
“Santa for Seniors” project. 

Greene presents check to Jennifer 
Maxwell, Sustainability Program 
Manager at Mountaineer Food Hub & 
Free Store, as volunteers look on

Left to right: Smith gives check to 
Amber Lowery of Mitchell County 
Animal Rescue; Greene gives check for 
the SNIPS program to Watauga Humane 
Society Executive Director Justin Vander 
as a volunteer & dog available for 
adoption look on; Smith presents check 
to Charlene Moore and Elsa Delgado of 
the Avery Humane Society
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